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HOLY THEOPHANY ORTHODOX CHURCH 

Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit.” Matthew 28:19 

“The Church is a hospital, and not a courtroom, for souls. She does not condemn on behalf of 
sins, but grants remission of sins. Nothing is so joyous in our life as the thanksgiving that we 

experience in the Church. In the Church, the joyful sustain their joy. In the Church, those worried 
acquire merriment, and those saddened, joy. In the Church, the troubled find relief,  

and the heavy-laden, rest.” ~St John Chrysostom 
 Location of Services: Holy Theophany Church, N2107 State Road 67, Walworth, WI 53184 

~Bulletin: May 2026~ 

 

Schedule for May 2025 
[Services (except Reader’s Vespers) will be live-streamed.  Hours for Sunday Liturgy normally start at 9:40 AM.] 

• Saturday May 2,  5:30 PM — Reader’s Vespers 
• Sunday  May 3, [Sunday of the Paralytic] 10:15 AM — Divine Liturgy, preceded at 9:15 AM by Baptism/Chrismation 

of Wendey Humphrey 
• Saturday May 9,  5:00 PM — Reader’s Vespers 
• Sunday  May 10, [Sunday of the Samaritan Woman] 10:00 AM— Divine Liturgy (Mother’s Day Commemorations) 
• Saturday May 16,  5:30 PM — Reader’s Vespers 
• Sunday  May 17, [Sunday of the Blind Man] 10:15— Divine Liturgy, preceded at 9:15 by Baptism/Chrismation of 

Georgia Alexander (Zoe and Luke) 
• Wednesday May 20,  5:30 PM— Vesperal Liturgy for the Feast of the Ascension 
• Thursday, May 21, [Holy Ascension]   
• Sunday  May 24, [Fathers of 1st Ecumenical Council] 9:45 AM— Divine Liturgy 
• Saturday May 30,  2:00 PM— Private Confession to 4:15 PM with Fr John, followed by Great Vespers with Litya at 5 

PM 
• Sunday  May 31, [Holy Pentecost] 10:00 AM— Divine Liturgy, followed by Kneeling Prayers for Pentecost 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
(Isabella Klesmith and Kevin Chang will be united in matrimony in a private ceremony in late May.) 

 
  

 

 

Thanks for service to Holy Theophany Church April 2026! Readers: Pres. Eileen, Andrew Krout, Elijah Nelson, Stephen Meyer, 
Amy Meyer, Roger Farrell, Maria Klesmith, Zack Tracy; Joseph Humphrey, Juliana Constantinescu;  Zack Weddig, Jessica Skinner, 
LaMont Prospect, Christopher Theis, Damian Constantinescu, Olga Buranicz, Maria Condos; Gospel Readers at Agape Vespers: 
Kristy Danna, Maria C., Fr. John, Pres. Eileen, Dr. Joe Danna, Georgina, Damian, Fr. George, Alexander, Elijah N, Heather N; 
Music: Adela Fazio, Fr John (Lamentations), Elijah N, Andrew Krout, Maria and Sofia Klesmith, Kristy D., and everyone for 
congregational singing; Prosphora Bread: Filitsa Amirsakis; Artos: Filitsa, Pres. Anastasia; Washing of Communion Cloths: Mary 
Kanelos, Pres. Anastasia; Service in sanctuary: David Klesmith, Christopher T; Setting up for services: Pres. Eileen, Christoper, and 
Lamont; Bookstore; Steve and Amy M, Pres Eileen; Cleaning: Church and Parish Hall: Olga, Christopher T, Lamont Prospect, 
Pasie Gregory, Heather, Damian and Juliana C; Flowers: Renee Cerny and Damian C.; Baby Shower Project: Amy M; Church set up 
team during Holy Week / Pascha: Christopher, LaMont, Fr.George; Palm Sunday Cross making: Maria C., Jenny, Maria K., Sofia, 
Damian, Amy M, Steve M; Pres. Eileen; Egg dying: Andrew, Darcy, Natalie, Roger, LaMont, Sofia, David, Dr. Joe, Kristy, 
Christopher, Fr. George; Attendance Report: Bessie Mantes; Coffee Hour: Thanks to everyone for providing items; Stewardship: 
Thanks to everyone for financial support. Apologies for not having mentioned someone who helped. 
 



     

 CONTACT INFORMATION: Website: https://holytheophanychurch.org/ 

Fr. Protodeacon George Potym Very  Rev. John D. Jones (Priest-in-Charge) Maria Klesmith 
Telephone (414) 254-5783  Telephone (414) 241-7702   Request information 
Email: gpotym@yahoo.com  Email: jdjones1947@gmail.com    

Pastoral Reflection: Three Sundays after Pascha are devoted to the healing ministry of Christ: the Sundays of the Paralytic, 
the Samaritan Woman, and the Blind Man. They bracket the Midfeast of Pentecost when we look back to the Resurrection 
and forward to the Feast of Pentecost – the Descent of the Holy Spirit. In these events, Christ takes the initiative to approach 
individuals and offer healing, both physical and spiritual, even though they are at the margins of society: the paralytic who 
lies by the pool of Bethesda for thirty-eight years ignored by those around him (John 5:1-15); the Samaritan woman, for 
whom Jews had great animosity and who comes to the well to draw water at the heat of day rather than with the other 
women in the morning (John 4:5-42); and the man born blind who has been reduced to living as a beggar (John 9:1-32). The 
events of these Sundays look back to the Resurrection because they remind us that Christ’s suffering, death and resurrection 
are an extension and fulfillment of the compassion and love of his healing ministry while He lived among us. 

Yet after His resurrection, He ascends into heaven. So, for all of those who were healed by and drawn into a communion 
with Christ during His life, what happens when He departs? Will they be abandoned or only “gain access” to Christ at a 
distance? Christ himself gives the answer when He meets the Samaritan woman: “But the hour is coming, and now is, when 
the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking such to worship Him. God is Spirit, 
and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.” (John 4.23-24). The Spirit is the Comforter whom Christ 
promised to the disciples but only if He departed from this earth (John 16:7). 

On the day of Pentecost, Christ sent the Holy Spirit upon the apostles and disciples and those with them in the upper room, 
including the Theotokos and the women who were with Jesus during his life. Pentecost is integral to the compassion of 
Christ’s incarnation. It is the birth of the Christian Church.  It validates the promise Christ made to the disciples not to 
forsake them and to be with them always, which is exactly the promise that God gives to the Israelites in the Old Testament 
as the expression of his compassion and mercy for them. Indeed, as Fr Bobrinskoy once observed, the sign of God the 
Father’s compassionate forgiveness of human sinfulness is the gift of the Holy Spirit. Moreover, the Church as St John 
Chrysostom wrote is a spiritual hospital: a place of forgiveness, healing, and joy- a text that is always at the top of our  
bulletins. Pentecost is a gift that is the prelude to our journey to deification and union with God- Father, Son, and, Holy 
Spirit-and all of creation after the Second Coming of Christ.  Here is a  wonderful hymn to keep in mind during your 
celebration of the Feast of Pentecost and throughout the year: 

Speedy and constant consolation give us, Your servants, O Jesus, when our spirits become despondent. Do not 
part from our souls when we are in trouble, nor be far from our minds when we are in peril. But draw near to 
us, draw near, O You who are everywhere. And as You are always with Your Apostles, so also unite yourself 
to us who long for You the Compassionate One; so that united to You we may extol and glorify Your all-holy 
Spirit. (Pentecost, Matins, Kontakion GOARCH trans.) 
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Healing of the Blind Man 
 

 

 
Fathers of the First 
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 Thanks to everyone who joined in our annual participation in the Orthodox Baby Shower project. We contributed:  $585.00 Cash 
donations, used to purchase baby formula; 497 Diapers; 96 Pull Ups; 8 Pks of wipes; 1 Black diaper bag; 4 Diaper bags in pink 
and blue; 2 Swaddle blankets; Many bibs, socks, bath towels, pacifiers; 9 Pk bath sets; Baby Monitor; 4 Outfits in various sizes; 1 
Nursing support pillow.  
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